
The regime is open to any applicant, subject to compliance with the Prescribed Company Regulations and applicable 
DIFC laws.

SPECIAL PURPOSE 
VEHICLES (SPVs)
ALSO KNOWN AS DIFC PRESCRIBED COMPANIES

SPVs ARE PASSIVE HOLDING COMPANIES ESTABLISHED TO 
RING-FENCE AND ISOLATE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES FROM 
FINANCIAL AND LEGAL RISK

WHY AN SPV?

WHO CAN ESTABLISH AN SPV (PRESCRIBED COMPANY)?

ASSET 
PROTECTION AND 

RISK 
RING-FENCING

OPEN TO ANY 
APPLICANT

BROAD USE: CAN BE 
USED TO HOLD 
ASSETS FROM 
AROUND THE 

WORLD

FAST, 
STRAIGHTFORWARD 

SETUP

LOW COST, FROM 
USD 100 TO

INCORPORATE

INCORPORATION:

USD 100
(ONE-TIME)

USD 1,000
ANNUAL LICENCE
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SELECT YOUR DIFC REGISTERED CORPORATE 
SERVICES PROVIDER AND GET IN TOUCH WITH THEM

CORPORATE SERVICES PROVIDERS (CSPs):
A STRENGTHENED ROLE UNDER THE AMENDED REGIME 

IT IS EASY TO GET 
YOUR SPV SET UP

To support the regime's expansion, the Regulations introduce a strengthened and more clearly defined role for 
DIFC-licensed Corporate Services Providers (DNFBPs). Under the regime, a Prescribed Company is required to appoint 
a CSP to act as its primary administrative and compliance interface with the DIFC Registrar of Companies, unless it is 
an Exempt PC. 

SELECT

EMAIL USIF YOU’RE AN EXEMPT PC, DROP US A LINE

▪ CSP REQUIREMENT: 
Unless it is an Exempt 
PC, a Prescribed 
Company must 
appoint a Corporate 
Service Provider to act 
on its behalf

▪ EXEMPT PCS:        
Exempt PCs are not 
required to appoint a 
CSP

▪ WHAT “EXEMPT PC” 
MEANS:                              
An Exempt PC is where 
the Controller is any of 
the following:    

▪ REGISTERED OFFICE:    
A Prescribed 
Company’s registered 
office is either that of 
an eligible affiliate (for 
an Exempt PC) or that 
of its appointed 
Corporate Service 
Provider

a Registered Person;
an Authorised Firm;
a Government Entity; or
a Publicly Listed Entity
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