
WHO CAN ESTABLISH AN ACTIVE ENTERPRISE?
An Active Enterprise is a private company which can be established by a Qualifying Applicant:

Full eligibility criteria available upon application.

A qualifying applicant includes:

▪ The UAE Federal Government, the Government of 
Dubai or any Emirate; or

▪ An entity that is at least 25 per cent owned or 
otherwise controlled by a UAE government entity

COMMERCIAL
PACKAGE
ACTIVE ENTERPRISE

▪ Flexible set-up: Establish a physical office, utilise 
co-working space, operate from affiliate premises, or use 
an approved DIFC business address. Employee 
sponsorship is available with qualifying office space

▪ Cost-efficient: A one-time USD 100 application fee and 
USD 1,000 annual licence fee (USD 750 data protection 
fee, if applicable)

▪ Robust legal framework: English common law jurisdiction 
with independent DIFC Courts

▪ Fast, digital registration: In-principle approval within three 
business days; no document attestation required

▪ Business-friendly environment: Attractive tax regime, 100 
per cent foreign ownership, and no foreign currency or 
capital repatriation restrictions

GOVERNMENT
ENTITY:

A family business meeting the Family Arrangement Regulations 
criteria and at least two qualifying thresholds relating to assets, 
employees, operational footprint or UAE ownership.

FAMILY OPERATED BUSINESS WITH 
A LARGE PRESENCE IN THE UAE:

UNLOCK THE BENEFITS OF THE DIFC ACTIVE 
ENTERPRISE – A UNIQUE AND ATTRACTIVE COMPANY 
STRUCTURE THAT INCLUDES AN OPTION TO HAVE 
EMPLOYEES

A COST-EFFECTIVE 
COMMERCIAL PACKAGE 
FOR ESTABLISHED 
BUSINESSES

DIFC REGISTERED 
ENTITIES

UAE GOVERNMENT-RELATED 
ENTITIES

FAMILY-OPERATED 
BUSINESSES WITH A 

SIGNIFICANT UAE 
PRESENCE

ULTIMATE BENEFICIAL 
OWNERS OF DIFC ENTITIES
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WHAT BUSINESS ACTIVITIES CAN AN 
ACTIVE ENTERPRISE CARRY OUT?

ACCESS DIFC’S AI POWERED ONBOARDING EXPERIENCE 
THROUGH THE DIFC CLIENT PORTAL, DESIGNED TO SIMPLIFY 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION, VALIDATION AND ONBOARDING1

ONE EASY STEP TO 
START SETTING UP 
YOUR BUSINESS

INVESTMENT IN 
EDUCATIONAL 
ENTERPRISES & 
MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENT IN 
OIL & NATURAL 
GAS PROJECTS

INVESTMENT IN 
RETAIL TRADE 
ENTERPRISES & 
MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENT IN 
INDUSTRIAL 
ENTERPRISES & 
MANAGEMENT

MANAGING 
OFFICE

HOLDING 
COMPANY

PROPRIETARY 
INVESTMENT 
ACTIVITIES

INVESTMENT IN 
REAL ESTATE

INVESTMENT IN 
AGRICULTURAL 
ENTERPRISES & 
MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENT IN 
HEALTHCARE 
ENTERPRISES & 
DEVELOPMENT

INVESTMENT IN 
COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISES & 
MANAGEMENT

https://portal.difc.ae/clientportal/s/login/?portal_source=&portal_medium=&portal_campaign=&_gl=1*17xddhk*_gcl_au*MTI3NzM0NzA0Ni4xNzc4NDczODQ3*_ga*MTI1NzcyMDQ2LjE3NzA5NzA4NTY.*_ga_ZED8EWXB5W*czE3ODEyNDcyMTkkbzE0MiRnMSR0MTc4MTI1MDg3NiRqNjAkbDAkaDA
https://portal.difc.ae/clientportal/s/login/?portal_source=&portal_medium=&portal_campaign=&_gl=1*17xddhk*_gcl_au*MTI3NzM0NzA0Ni4xNzc4NDczODQ3*_ga*MTI1NzcyMDQ2LjE3NzA5NzA4NTY.*_ga_ZED8EWXB5W*czE3ODEyNDcyMTkkbzE0MiRnMSR0MTc4MTI1MDg3NiRqNjAkbDAkaDA
https://portal.difc.ae/clientportal/s/login/?portal_source=&portal_medium=&portal_campaign=&_gl=1*17xddhk*_gcl_au*MTI3NzM0NzA0Ni4xNzc4NDczODQ3*_ga*MTI1NzcyMDQ2LjE3NzA5NzA4NTY.*_ga_ZED8EWXB5W*czE3ODEyNDcyMTkkbzE0MiRnMSR0MTc4MTI1MDg3NiRqNjAkbDAkaDA
https://portal.difc.ae/clientportal/s/login/?portal_source=&portal_medium=&portal_campaign=&_gl=1*17xddhk*_gcl_au*MTI3NzM0NzA0Ni4xNzc4NDczODQ3*_ga*MTI1NzcyMDQ2LjE3NzA5NzA4NTY.*_ga_ZED8EWXB5W*czE3ODEyNDcyMTkkbzE0MiRnMSR0MTc4MTI1MDg3NiRqNjAkbDAkaDA

