
VARIABLE 
CAPITAL 
COMPANIES 
IN DIFC

WHAT IS A VARIABLE CAPITAL COMPANY?

A FLEXIBLE AND MODERN STRUCTURING SOLUTION 
FOR GLOBAL INVESTORS

IDEAL FOR:

STANDALONE ENTITY 

DIFC’s Variable Capital Company (VCC) regime 
is a forward-looking corporate framework 
designed to support modern investment 
structures, asset holding vehicles and wealth 
management strategies.

It positions DIFC as the leading jurisdiction for 
flexible capital structures, offering an efficient 
vehicle to manage assets and investments.

A Variable Capital Company (VCC) is a private company structure with flexible share capital linked to its net asset 
value (NAV) rather than a fixed nominal capital. This allows capital to increase or decrease efficiently in line with 
investment activity.

A VCC in DIFC may be established as:

For single investment structures or 
holding arrangements

FAMILY-OWNED
BUSINESSES

HIGH-VALUE MULTI
ASSET HOLDINGS

COMPLEX PROPRIETARY 
INVESTMENT
PORTFOLIOS

%

SHAREHOLDER/S

VCC

WITH MULTIPLE SEGREGATED CELLS
(SC) OR INCORPORATED CELLS (IC)
For separate investment strategies or investor groups within 
a single framework
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VCC
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VCC

SC SC SC



DUBAI INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CENTRE AUTHORITY
THE GATE, LEVEL 14, DIFC, P.O.BOX 74777, DUBAI, UAE
TEL: +971 (0)4 362 2222  |  E-MAIL: setup@difc.ae  |  difc.com

DATE: 11 MARCH 2026

WHY SET UP A VCC IN DIFC? 

APPOINTING A CORPORATE SERVICE PROVIDER

WHY 
CHOOSE 
DIFC? 

ROLE OF CSPs:

VCCs must appoint a DIFC-licensed Corporate Service Provider (CSP), unless they are exempt

ENABLING EFFICIENT
INVESTOR ENTRY

AND EXIT

FLEXIBLE
CAPITAL

FOR DIFFERENT ASSETS, 
STRATEGIES 

OR INVESTOR GROUPS

VERSATILE
STRUCTURE

LEGAL SEPARATION
OF ASSETS

AND LIABILITIES

ASSET
SEGREGATION

MANAGE MULTIPLE
PORTFOLIOS WITHIN

ONE PLATFORM

REDUCED
COMPLEXITY & COSTS

ONLY ONE SHAREHOLDER
AND ONE DIRECTOR

REQUIRED

SIMPLE
GOVERNANCE

INDEPENDENT COMMON
 LAW SYSTEM WITH

ROBUST REGULATION

STRONG LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

▪ Perform administrative, compliance and 
regulatory liaison functions with the Registrar 
of Companies

▪ Ensure strong compliance and operational 
integrity

EXEMPT VCC ARE THOSE 
CONTROLLED BY:

▪ Most types of DIFC companies and partnerships

▪ Regulated firms

▪ Government entities

▪ Publicly listed companies

GLOBALLY
COMPETITIVE

AND ATTRACTIVE
TAX REGIME

100 PER CENT
FOREIGN

OWNERSHIP

NO FOREIGN
CURRENCY

RESTRICTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS
ON CAPITAL

REPATRIATION

ACCESS DIFC’S AI POWERED ONBOARDING EXPERIENCE 
THROUGH THE DIFC CLIENT PORTAL, DESIGNED TO SIMPLIFY 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION, VALIDATION AND ONBOARDING1

ONE EASY STEP TO 
START SETTING UP 
YOUR BUSINESS

https://portal.difc.ae/clientportal/s/login/?portal_source=&portal_medium=&portal_campaign=&_gl=1*17xddhk*_gcl_au*MTI3NzM0NzA0Ni4xNzc4NDczODQ3*_ga*MTI1NzcyMDQ2LjE3NzA5NzA4NTY.*_ga_ZED8EWXB5W*czE3ODEyNDcyMTkkbzE0MiRnMSR0MTc4MTI1MDg3NiRqNjAkbDAkaDA
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